
ESTHER
God’s Courageous Queen



1043 BC Saul Becomes King
1024 BC Samuel Anoints David King
1010 BC David Made King over Judah
1003 BC David Reigns over All Israel
970 BC David Dies, Solomon Becomes King
931 BC Solomon Dies, The Kingdom is Divided
720 BC Northern Kingdom (Israel) taken captive by Assyria
605 BC Babylonians (Nebuchadnezzar) Invade Southern Kingdom  First Deportation into Babylon
597 BC Second Deportation into Babylon
586 BC Jerusalem Falls, Temple is Destroyed by Babylon  Third Deportation into Babylon
539 BC Babylon Falls to the Persians
537 BC Exiles Start Returning to Homeland
516 BC Temple in Jerusalem Rebuilt
478 BC Esther Becomes Queen



The Main Characters in Esther

Ahaseuerus – Hebrew name, Greek name Xerxes
Esther – Persian Name, Hebrew name Hadassah
Vashti – Babylonian name?
Mordecai – Persian name, don’t know Hebrew name
Haman – Persian name?



No mention of God
No word given to a prophet

No vision or dream through which God speaks
No prayer

No comment on the Torah or the temple



“Many Christians end up being more or less functional deists –
believing that God exists and is ‘up there’ but not involved in 
our daily matters.”  

Bryan Gregory



Where is God in all of this?

Why does it seem that He is absent?

If He is real and present, then why is He so inconspicuous?

Why doesn’t God intervene in noticeable and obvious ways?

Why does God seem hidden so much of the time?



« God must be trusted even though He cannot be seen.

« We have to learn to live by faith and not by sight.

« God’s invisible hand is orchestrating all things to 
accomplish His purposes.

« God does significant work through what often seems like 
insignificant events in our lives.



Where is God in the world today?



HE IS EVERYWHERE.



Dear Important Person,
Your presence is commanded at the King’s Feast,

to give you an opportunity to bask in his glory and greatness, 
and to show you what true extravagance and power look like.

What a privilege this will be for you!

Please drop by the palace between noon and midnight any day over
the next six months

or stay for the entire time.
Also please do not send your regrets; your absence

will be to your everlasting regret.
See you soon!


