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God’s Courageous Queen



[1] Now it took place in the days of Ahasuerus, the Ahasuerus 
who reigned from India to Ethiopia over 127 provinces, [2] in 
those days as King Ahasuerus sat on his royal throne which 
was at the citadel in Susa,



[3] in the third year of his reign he gave a banquet for all his 
princes and attendants, the army officers of Persia and Media, 
the nobles and the princes of his provinces being in his 
presence, [4] And he displayed the riches of his royal glory 
and the splendor of his great majesty for many days, 180 
days. 





[5] When these days were completed, the king gave a 
banquet lasting seven days for all the people who were 
present at the citadel in Susa, from the greatest to the least, in 
the court of the garden of the king’s palace. [6] There were 
hangings of fine white and violet linen held by cords of fine 
purple linen on silver rings and marble columns, and couches 
of gold and silver on a mosaic pavement of porphyry, marble, 
mother-of-pearl and precious stones..



[7] Drinks were served in golden vessels of various kinds, and 
the royal wine was plentiful according to the king’s bounty. [8] 
The drinking was done according to the law, there was no 
compulsion, for so the king had given orders to each official of 
his household that he should do according to the desires of 
each person.



“Real power does not consist in regulating such detailed 
minutiae. In fact, the tendency to regulate such details is 
actually a sign of weakness not power. The stories that 
circulate of government regulations requiring bananas to 
conform to certain criteria of straightness and size do not 
impress us as shining examples of government efficiency but 
rather of bureaucrats run amok, compensating for lack of real 
significance by inordinate attention to miniscule details. Such 
was the empire of Ahasuerus, and as we read its description, 
it is hard to resist a chuckle.” 

Iain Duguid



[9] Queen Vashti also gave a banquet for the women in the 
palace which belonged to King Ahasuerus.



[10] On the seventh day, when the heart of the king was merry 

with wine, he commanded Mehuman, Biztha, Harbona, 

Bigtha, Abagtha, Zethar and Carkas, the seven eunuchs who 

served in the presence of King Ahasuerus, [11] to bring Queen 

Vashti before the king with [her] royal crown in order to display 

her beauty to the people and the princes, for she was 

beautiful. [12] But Queen Vashti refused to come at the king's 

command delivered by the eunuchs. Then the king became 

very angry and his wrath burned within him.



#VashtiSaysNo



“…whatever the royal order that came to her out of the 
banqueting-hall exactly was, the brave queen refused to obey 
it. Her beauty was her own and her husband’s: it was not for 
open show among hundreds of half drunk men. And in the 
long run, the result of that night’s evil work was that Vashti 
was dismissed into disgrace and banishment…Only, let us 
take heed to note that the sacred writer’s whole point is this, 
that the Divine Hand was, all the time, overruling Ahasuerus’s 
brutality…”  

Alexander Whyte



[13] Then the king said to the wise men who understood the 
times--for it was the custom of the king so [to speak] before all 
who knew law and justice [14] and were close to him: 
Carshena, Shethar, Admatha, Tarshish, Meres, Marsena and 
Memucan, the seven princes of Persia and Media who had 
access to the king's presence and sat in the first place in the 
kingdom—[15] "According to law, what is to be done with 
Queen Vashti, because she did not obey the command of 
King Ahasuerus [delivered] by the eunuchs?"



[16] In the presence of the king and the princes, Memucan
said, "Queen Vashti has wronged not only the king but [also] 
all the princes and all the peoples who are in all the provinces 
of King Ahasuerus. [17] "For the queen's conduct will become 
known to all the women causing them to look with contempt 
on their husbands by saying, 'King Ahasuerus commanded 
Queen Vashti to be brought in to his presence, but she did not 
come.'



[18] "This day the ladies of Persia and Media who have heard 
of the queen's conduct will speak in [the same way] to all the 
king's princes, and there will be plenty of contempt and anger. 
[19] "If it pleases the king, let a royal edict be issued by him 
and let it be written in the laws of Persia and Media so that it 
cannot be repealed, that Vashti may no longer come into the 
presence of King Ahasuerus, and let the king give her royal 
position to another who is more worthy than she. 



[20] "When the king's edict which he will make is heard 
throughout all his kingdom, great as it is, then all women will 
give honor to their husbands, great and small." [21] [This] 
word pleased the king and the princes, and the king did as 
Memucan proposed. [22] So he sent letters to all the king's 
provinces, to each province according to its script and to every 
people according to their language, that every man should be 
the master in his own house and the one who speaks in the 
language of his own people.



TRUTH: 

It doesn’t matter how corrupt the powers 
that govern this world can become, 

God is always sovereign.



“God is enthroned above the circle of the earth; its inhabitants 
are like grasshoppers. He stretches out the heavens like thin 
cloth and spreads them out like a tent to live in. He reduces 
princes to nothing and makes judges of the earth like a 
wasteland.”  

Isaiah 40:22-23



“The king’s heart is like channels of water in the hand of the 
LORD; He turns it wherever He wishes.” 

Proverbs 21:1


