
Grace (God’s unmerited favor) frees us to forgive others just as Christ has 

forgiven us.  Read Ephesians 5:31-32

What does it mean to you when it says you are to forgive others “as 

Christ has forgiven you?”  

How does God’s forgiveness free you to forgive others?

How is kindness and tenderheartedness related to forgiving?  What 

does it mean to be tenderhearted?

Forgiving others as Christ has forgiven us means:

A.  Removing (or lifting) the burden of guilt – Read Psalm 103:10-12, Psalm 32:1-5

How does forgiveness lift a burden from the person who has been 

forgiven?  How can we help free people from the guilt of sin?

B. Canceling the debt – Read Matthew 6:9-15

The Old Testament required that sin be paid for.  Compensation (eye 

for an eye) was part of the system.  The death of Christ changes this.  

Payment for sin has been made.  We are to cancel the debts of others, 

as God cancels our debts. 

What does that mean to cancel the debt and not demand payback?  

What does that look like in practice?

Jesus represents the process of being forgiven and forgiving others as 

being a common everyday occurrence.  (like daily bread) Why isn’t 

forgiveness just a normal part of relationships?  

C. Choosing to not remember or bring up the sin – Read Isaiah 43:25

Why is choosing not to remember the sin or bring it up again an 

important part of forgiveness?

Why do we tend to hold on to the wrong and keep bringing it up?

We forgive because we have been forgiven so much – Matthew 18:21-35

How often are we to forgive?  What is Jesus saying?

What is the point of this story of forgiveness?

Why is it important to constantly remember how much we have been forgiven?

SG Grace 
Series # 5
Bill Yarger



SG Grace 
Series # 5
Bill Yarger

Summary of Practical Steps to Granting Forgiveness:

A. Understand that forgiveness is a choice, not a feeling.

B. Forgive as Christ has forgiven you – Immediately, when asked 

Luke 17:3 "Be on your guard! If your brother sins, rebuke him; and if he 

repents, forgive him. 4 "And if he sins against you seven times a 

day, and returns to you seven times, saying, 'I repent,' forgive him."

Forgiveness is not based on reformed behavior 

(or the assurance we won’t be hurt again). 

It is a by faith decision that we will forgive as Christ has forgiven us.

C. Forgive as Christ has forgiven you – Without limit 

Matt. 18:21 Then Peter came and said to Him, "Lord, how often shall my brother 

sin against me and I forgive him? Up to seven times?"  22 Jesus said 

to him, "I do not say to you, up to seven times, but up to seventy 

times seven.”

Grace doesn’t keep account of sin.  (I Cor. 13:5)

D. Forgive with the kindness and tenderheartedness of Jesus - Eph. 4:31-32

If you are having difficulty forgiving, remember how much Christ has forgiven 

you. (Matthew 18:19-35)


